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A Play-in-a-Day

Vikings versus Saxons
“The children gained such a lot, both in terms of drama and performance, and also their knowledge and understanding of the subject.
Ben was superb – he has a great manner with the children, high but manageable expectations, and was highly entertaining.
Thank you for a great day!” Hayeswood First School

Britain 793 AD
The Anglo-Saxons have been ruling England through the Dark Ages,
and under the wise and holy King Alfred of Wessex, can look forward to brighter days to come.
But who’s coming over the horizon, across the sea from the cold lands of Northern Europe?
Norsemen. Danes. The Vikings. They want land, slaves, and plunder. They want England.
And they’ll love to fight for it, too. Alfred and his descendants have their work cut out.
With distractions like that, even a royal chef is bound to burn his cakes.
Battling it out at the end of the first millennium, those Saxons and Vikings were truly Cnuts!
“There were a couple of children who were given speaking parts that do not usually take part in such activities.
It was lovely to see them have confidence to do so” Laleham Primary School

Curriculum Links
History: The play is linked to 2014 KS2 History Curriculum unit
“The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England, to the time
of Edward the Confessor” 793 AD – 1066 AD
Drama: Various performance techniques are introduced, including: Breathing
for Acting; Mime; Voice work; and Characterisation, Performing ‘in-the-round’
“Everyone loves the warm ups:
we all think it’s hilarious when you loosen your face,
and then you shake your head madly from side to side....
it’s interesting when we feel our diaphragms and laugh”
pupil at St Marys Oxted

Main topics covered in the Play











Anglo-Saxon laws and justice
Viking raids and invasions, settlement
Anglo-Saxon resistance by Alfred the Great, and Althelstan
Saxon organisation to fight the Vikings, including formation of burgs, the fyrd
and introduction of Danegeld
The Danelaw
The story of Aethelred the Unready
The Viking Kings, including Canute and Harthacanute
The story of Edward the Confessor, the last anglo-Saxon King of England
Harold Godwinson defeats the Vikings at The Battle of Stamford Bridge
1066, the Battle of Hastings, and the end of the Viking Age
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